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COURSE DESCRIPTION 

The class will cover United States History from European exploration of the Americas to World War II.  During the class we will be exploring the significance of events in America’s past, how they have shaped the present, and how they may impact our future.  Our curriculum is structured around the Common Core Standards and the State of Idaho Social Studies standards.  We will also discuss and work on skills, techniques, and strategies to help the students become successful throughout their educational experience.  Throughout the year students will develop civic competence and focus on learning the civic responsibilities of American Citizenship.

COURSE OBJECTIVES 
At the end of this course, students will be able to:

1. Explain the significance of historical events.

2. Sequence events in U.S. History.

3. Identify and distinguish between primary and secondary source documents.

4. Describe cause and effect relationships for important events in U.S. History.

5. Demonstrate the ability to read maps, charts, and graphs. The students will use that information to understand the sequence and effects of historical events on the United States/World.
COURSE TOPICS 


The course will cover the following topics: 

First Quarter

· Geology of the U.S. and Idaho

· Geography of the U.S. and Idaho

· The First Americans ( early Native Americans)

· Europeans Reach Outward ( 1500-1650 )

· Spain Builds an Empire (1500-1600 )

· Search for a Northwest Passage  ( 1600-1810 )

Second Quarter

· Challenges to Spanish Power ( 1600-1700 )

· English Colonies/Shaping of American Colonies  (1620-1776 )

· The Clash of Empires in North America ( 1700-1800 )

· The American Revolution

Third Quarter

· Articles of Confederation 

· Creation of the Constitution

· Bill of Rights
· Read Nothing but the Truth
Fourth Quarter
· Jefferson Politics

· Westward Movement

· Lewis And Clark

· Texas Revolution

· War with Mexico

· California Gold Rush

· Trails West

· Age of Jackson

· Exploratory Topic (student chosen) 

 A wise professor once said, “If you gain a vision you will find a voice.”  It is my hope that you will develop a vision of America’s past so that you can find a voice for its future.

Classroom Rules: Respectful–Responsible-Ready
My class rules all boil down to respect.  In order for the educational process to take place, respect between teacher/student and student/student must be a foremost concern.

If a student is disrespectful to either the teacher or another student a verbal warning will be issued.  If a student continues to be disrespectful he/she will be asked to leave and go to the quiet room and after school the student will come speak with Mr. Dexter and explain why he/she acted the way he/she did.  If the problem cannot be solved with a teacher/student conference then parents and administration will be notified so that the appropriate action can be taken and the student/teacher can go on with the educational process. There is nothing more important to the success of the classroom than our ability to be respectful one towards another.
Grading Scale- The percentage point’s students have earned on their participation points, notes, quizzes, tests, and term project determine grades.

A   90 to 100     B 80 to 89   C 70 to 79    D 60 to 69       F   59 and below

Notes- The notes you take in class makes up a large percentage of your grade in Mr. Dexter’s class.
Participation Points- At the beginning of the Quarter, I will award every student 90 participation points.  These points can be lost by being late, disrupting class, cheating, being belligerent, sleeping in class, truancy, and overall disrespect.

Cheating, truancy and insubordination can result in a complete loss of participation points if the behavior or actions continue
Make-up work- all assignments must be caught up within a week of the DUE DATE or the score remains a zero. For each day that the student fails to turn in the assignment within that week they will lose 10% on the assignment. The only exceptions is excused absences.  
If you are gone on the day of a test you must take the test on the assigned make-up day.  Make-up tests will be given before school, during lunch, during Prime Time, and after school. All make-up tests need to by appointment.  

Extra Credit- There will be multiple extra-credit questions on each exam.  Study hard so that you can get the bonus correct every time.  I will provide extra credit opportunities throughout the school year and will have an extra credit assignment at the end of every semester.
Cheating- Plagiarism will not be tolerated.  Any form of cheating will result in a loss of credit for the test or assignment and a loss of participation points. A phone call home will also be made.
Hall Passes- Hall passes are only to be used in an extreme emergency.  If you are not in my classroom then you are not participating.  The use of a hall pass is only valid with the exchange of the student’s cell phone or any other electronic devices. 
Electronic Devices- All electronic devices are to be in the student’s locker. This includes cell phones, iPods, mp3s, calculators, tablets, etc… There is no strike system. All unauthorized electronic devices seen or heard will be confiscated by Mr. Dexter and sent directly to the office. You will be allowed to use your devices as needed for research in the class, but only as Mr. Dexter permits.
Food and Drink- No food, sodas, juices, PowerAde, Gatorade etc.. You may bring water to class.

Tests and Quizzes- All questions for tests and quizzes will come from lecture notes, portfolio assignments, readings and class activities. You will be notified of upcoming tests ahead of time. I will NEVER give a pop quiz, it is not fair to the student and I refuse to do it. Almost always if there is not a test on a Friday then there will be a quiz
Homework- You will be given 1 homework assignment per quarter. The assignment will be on my Weebly webpage under the homework tab. If you are disrespectful I reserve the right to alter this and give more homework.
Attendance Policy- The school’s absence policy will be followed.   The school’s policy on taking finals will also be followed. (Check your Student Planner).  
Deficiency Notices-A deficiency notice will be sent home after the fourth week and every two weeks thereafter if your grade is a D or below.  

  Retake Policy- On tests I will allow each students that asks me to correct their incorrect answers for half credit. NO RETAKES WILL BE GIVEN.
Semester Finals- There will be a semester final for both semesters. The final will cover material throughout the semester, so be sure to keep your notes for the semester. You need to get used to finals for high school and college so you might as well start now.


Finals Exemptions-You can receive an exemption from the final only one way; if you have an average score of an A on your tests, quizzes, participation, homework, and projects then you can be given an exemption on the final. The other part of this exemption is you have no behavior issues; I never send you to the office, give you lunch detention, or have respect issues with you in class.

IF YOU FAIL THIS CLASS IT IS BECAUSE YOU WERE TRYING TO FAIL AND THE GRADE YOU GET IN MY CLASS IS SOLEY DEPENDENT ON YOUR WORK. I LIKE ALL OF YOU AND DO NOT HAVE A SECRET AGENDA WHERE I TRY TO FAIL STUDENTS. THAT GOES AGAINST WHAT I BELIEV EIN AS AN EDUCATOR.
